Event-related potential indices of speech motor programming in stutterers and non-stutterers.
CNVs were recorded from stutterers and non-stutterers prior to spoken words which varied according to the number of syllables, whether the words were the same or different on each trial, and the degree of repetition within the word. The effects of these response parameters on slow potential activity recorded over the speech motor area were evident both prior to, and also during, the response, suggesting that the slow potentials were reflecting both speech pre-programming and ongoing programmed control. Differences between groups were only evident prior to the response, particularly when words were familiar and therefore likely to be entirely pre-programmed. This suggests that stutterers have difficulty in setting up the parameters of the response, rather than in ongoing programmed control.